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Marine Prop Riders – General Meeting – February 6thth, 2007 – Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting at Crash Landing called to order at 7:58 PM by Bill Miller.  
 
Minutes – Motion to accept the December and January meeting minutes as printed by Mike Cashin seconded by 
Royce Richards. 
Treasurers Report – Mario Maraldo; expenses of $30.00 to Roush, $1,500.00 to Tony for the breakfast, $196.92 to 
Cadi for the newsletter, $92.46 to Eli for office supplies, $276.30 for the MPR vests, $19.51 for postage, $1,276.00 to 
Edibles Rex, $600.00 to Royal Transportation, $1,824.00 to Edibles Rex, $1,600.00 to Roush, $105.22 for chair rental, 
and $1,005.00 to Royal Transportation, with deposits of $1,560.00, $3,345.00, $2,000.00, $7,750.00, and $110.00 for a 
balance of $16,394.32 with some bills still outstanding. Motion to accept by Ray Dong seconded by Eli Whitney. 
Stands as read. 
Membership Report – No Nancy. 
Publicity/Website – No Brian. 
Entertainment Report – Ray Dong; Vintage limited racing DVD from Joe Schulte. 
Race Reports – Waterford – Mary Ann Wilson; the Eastern Divisionals will be held at the Quake next year. They are 
working on a volunteer list and will need additional help in the pits. 
Stony Creek – Bill said the surveyors will not work there next year. 
Celina – Mark; all is well. Gold Cup – Mark; ahead of last years pace. 
Algonac – Bill for Doc Truax; Kroger is on board and Emerald City Marina has stepped up. 
National News – Mark said there was a big meeting near here last week hosted by some local club; minutes to follow. 
They are attempting to get a driving school for boat drivers. The membership seems happy. Mario said the meetings 
ran smoothly. He also mentioned that there was a discussion about the open-toe shoe rule, and that the only people 
who can submit rule change proposals should be active drivers. The GNH rule change was shot down and there is a 
possible combination of NM’s and GNH. 
Region News – Eli; spring meeting Feb.23-24 at the Holiday Inn French Quarter in Perrysburg, Ohio. Saturday night 
banquet will cost $23.95 and the kids’ pizza party is free. Awards to follow banquet at poolside with Ray being the 
MC. Cell testing Sat. and Sun. mornings by Box 21.  
Old Business – Bill said that Andy has no cell testing dates planned. Eli said the ’08 convention was a success. The 
host clubs’ responsibilities were reduced from past years and we met them all. The Saturday night banquet and Hall of 
Champions had almost 300 people. Tony set up the breakfast every morning and Nancy was a big help. The business 
center went very well and there were plenty of goody bags. A superior job was done on the program and it was a big 
money maker. Chrysler Jeep had one vehicle outside and one inside with a boat attached that a lot of people stopped to 
look at. The trophy display of the APBA Historical Society was a lot of work but very successful. It was the first time 
some people had ever seen the Gold Cup. The Night to Remember set up by Ray went well with over 200 people at-
tending and would not have happened without the help of the APBA Historical Society. At the Saturday Meeting a 
representative from the State of Michigan presented the APBA with a proclamation declaring that week to be APBA 
days in Michigan Eli said the move in went well with no problems from security. Financially the club netted around 
$6,000.00. A more accurate accounting will be presented after all the outstanding bills and revenue is finalized. Ray 
said the Night to Remember was a team effort and thanked all who helped. The silent auction brought in $309.00. Eli 
thanked everybody who helped at the Convention and Bill thanked Eli for doing a good job. 
New Business – There was a discussion about the upcoming Boat Show and Autorama and the need for manpower at 
the booths. Mary Ann Wilson talked about flyers advertising SE Michigan boat races. To sign up to volunteer for the 
Boat show, call Sharon at the DRRA, and to help with Autorama, contact Eric Pomber. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:59 PM. 
No 50/50. (Only a dozen people showed up due to the bad weather) 
 
Submitted by: Tony Kallio  



Upcoming Events Schedule 
 

 Autorama - Detroit     March 7, 8 & 9, 2008 
 APBA Gold Cup - Detroit    July 11, 12 & 13, 2008 
 Quake On The Lake IX - Waterford  July 18, 19 & 20, 2008 
 Smoke On The Water II - Algonac  August 9 & 10, 2008 (tentative?) 
 Streak On The Creek III - Shelby Twp  September 20 & 21, 2008 

NEXT MEETING IS MARCH 5th! 
 

—  The next Marine Prop Rider meeting is March 5th 7:30 PM  — 
—  Crash Landing, on Dequindre between 11 Mile and I-696 in Warren  — 

 
Take I-696 to Dequindre, then go North on Dequindre a short distance 

From the North or South: I-75 to 696 East to Dequindre, then left/North on Dequindre a short distance 
 

Crash Landing  —  26620 Dequindre Road  —  Warren, MI 48091  —  586.751.4444 



puters, reams of copy paper, and technicians to meet the 
needs of attendees. The equipment and volunteer techni-
cians were integrated into the registration desk team, seam-
lessly making copies for presentations from computer 
downloads while manufacturing badges for meeting site 
registrants. Technicians include Nancy Spanich, Mary Anne 
Wilson, Mike Cashin, and others. Doc Truax and Peggy 
Kennard furnished laptops; Brian Reed set up the network 
and provided instruction for setup and teardown daily. The 
business center contributed greatly to the business success 
of this gathering, enabling the registration staff to keep up 
with the ever changing demands of the event. 
Goodie bags were handed out to each attendee, with various 
souvenirs, local race programs, and information packets 
gathered by Doc Truax stuffed inside a Marine Prop Rider 
logo bag. 
Program – a superior event program has been produced by 
Mary Anne Wilson. Many ads were sold, making this pro-
gram one of the most profitable ventures undertaken in re-
cent years. Ads were received not only from local races and 
teams, but various regions and categories across the coun-
try. Patron ads from individuals were quite successful, 
many of these obtained at the 2007 Region 6 Fall Meeting. 
Mary Anne employed aggressive marketing techniques plus 
managed a team to layout and print the entire program. 
Sponsor display – two vehicles provided by the Chrysler-
Jeep Superstores were prominently displayed; a Chrysler 
Sebring at the Westin Hotel outdoor entrance on the 
MacNamara Terminal departure concourse and a Jeep 
Wrangler in the Westin Hotel entrance foyer. Hooked to the 
Jeep was a Mercury Racing Formula Four OPC tunnel boat, 
a bright orange, carbon fiber rocket ship powered by a Mer-
cury Racing four cycle 1 liter outboard motor. The location 
and signage promoted the sponsors extremely well, not only 
to the event attendees, but to the general public using the 
corridor. Joe Shulte and Eric Pomber coordinated the dis-
play and setup, with thanks for the support to the Chrysler-
Jeep Superstores and Mercury Racing. 
APBA Gold Cup and permanent trophy display – daily dis-
play of these trophies (nine in all) was very popular. The 
trophies never seemed alone when on display, as attendees 
examined these historic prizes. It was often remarked that 
someone had seen the Gold Cup for the first time. Security 
for these irreplaceable trophies was paramount and was pro-
vided by volunteers at all times. Coordination of signage, 
transportation, daily setup and teardown was under the 
guidance of Joe Shulte, Eric Pomber, Mark Hodorek, and 
Tony Kallio, among others. The APBA Historic Society 
very graciously enabled this display for APBA  
membership. 

2008 APBA NATIONAL CONVENTION: 
POST-EVENT REPORT TO MARINE PROP RIDERS 
 
The annual APBA National Meeting took place Wednes-
day, 30Ja08 through Saturday, 02Fe08, at the Westin Hotel 
located within Detroit Metro Airport.  The Marine Prop 
Riders served as Host Club for this hugely successful event. 
For APBA, a great deal of business was conducted; MPR 
was ably represented at the Inboard Racing Commission by 
members Rich Evans, Mario Maraldo, Billy Noonan and 
Jim Sechler (all inboard commissioners). Other MPR mem-
bers notably active at the meeting include Tom Bertolini 
(Vintage), Mike Weber (APBA Safety Committee chair), 
Jack Meyer (APBA Chief Referee), Gloria Urban (APBA 
Executive Director) and Mark Weber, APBA President. 
APBA annual awards and special awards were presented at 
the 104th annual meeting Saturday afternoon and at the 
APBA Hall of Champions and Honor Squadron Banquet 
Saturday evening. Various category awards were presented 
at two large gatherings on Friday evening. Extensive prepa-
ration efforts paid off, as deliveries and event teardown 
were effectively and efficiently performed. Registered at-
tendance and participation reached record levels. 
The Marine Prop Riders Club contributions as Host Club 
were many and significant: 
Ladies Luncheon – Tina and Jim Wilson provided theme, 
decorations, goodies, and a four member Motown band to 
accent the luncheon sponsored by Hawk Racing Consult-
ants, Ltd. Approximately 50 ladies were in attendance, 
groovin’ to the tunes of the Temptations and other local 
favorites. 
APBA Banquet table centerpieces – 29 centerpieces were 
hand made up by Tina and Jim Wilson, placed on each table 
at the banquet. Nearly 300 attendees, a new record, were on 
hand Saturday evening. 
Breakfast in the First Turn Café –  Wednesday through 
Sunday mornings found Tony Kallio and crew serving a 
continental style breakfast. The well planned menu fur-
nished ample food goods and beverages, with serving pots 
and a second Bun machine furnished by Red Mathis. Being 
ready to serve at 6:30AM meant Tony, Eve, Nancy, Stepha-
nie, and Greg were on hand on various days at 6:00AM or 
earlier, to complete preparations.  Joe Schulte directed pro-
fessional signage thanking the breakfast sponsors and di-
recting customers into the First Turn Café. Special thanks 
goes to the breakfast sponsors: E & R Racing (Kathy and 
Royce Richards,  Toni and Tom English); Detroit River 
Regatta Association; Happy Go Lucky Racing (Bill and 
Happy Rands); Zoomtown Racers;  The Tate Family (Joe, 
Mark, Sandy, Andrew, Brent). 
Business center – the club brought copiers, two laptop com-

APBA CONVENTION 2008 



Night to Remember – no one will forget this trip to the Jack Roush Collection, a celebration of engineering, mo-
torsports, and history. 250 guests enjoyed an evening of food, boat racing videos, race cars, and conversation at this 
impressive collection in Livonia. Transportation, food, and entertainment were provided through the auspices of the 
APBA Historic Society, with main men Stan Fitts and Buddy Byers. Ray Dong led a volunteer group which set up and 
ran this entire event. 
Michigan state government proclamation – Saturday, at the annual meeting, a proclamation from the Michigan state 
legislature was read by State Representative Frank Accavati, Jr. (Eastpointe) resolving that January 30, 2008 through 
February 3, 2008 are APBA days in the state of Michigan, honoring APBA‘s contributions to  state history and econ-
omy. 
Financially, the convention appears to be a success for the Marine Prop Riders. All significant bills are paid; most 
monies due have been received. Prior to spending any club monies, sufficient income had been earned to cover all 
costs. All categories are under budget, maintaining a theme of fiscal responsibility, which is a trademark of the Marine 
Prop Riders. 
The convention committee includes: Mario Maraldo, Ray Dong, Joe Shulte, Eric Pomber, Tony Kallio,  Laurie Allen, 
Penny Anderson, Tina Wilson, Mary Anne Wilson, Mark Hodorek, Nancy Spanich, Doc Truax, Brian Reed. Event 
volunteers included MPR members Tom Alfano, Don Nicholson, Cadi Reiss, Cheryl Scott, Mike Bruns, Mike Cashin, 
Bob Wilson family, Stephanie Nettke, Greg Walczak,  and our own MPR twin masters of ceremonies, Mike Ambrogio 
and Dick Delsner (who manned the microphone for the Inboard Banquet Friday evening, fortunately, Brittany Spears 
did not show up!). Appreciation also goes to Linda and Steve Mahac for facilitating the purchase of MPR volunteer 
vests, which will also be used for future MPR promotional events (Autorama, Gold Cup display, etc.). 
 
Don “Eli” Whitney    06Fe08 
APBA Region 6 Chairman 
Marine Prop Riders Vice President and Convention Committee Chair   
 
 
 
VINTAGE UPDATE: 
 
     It is great to be back and bringing you the Vintage happenings. 
     The Vintage group held their annual meeting during the APBA national meeting. The first order of business was a 
strategy & planning session workshop with Brian Joseph. Brian did a fantastic job prioritizing what Vintage must do to 
keep our division in front of spectators for years to come. For complete info on what took place contact your region 
Vintage Rep. 
     Chairman Tom Bertolini gave an update on where vintage is now and what he believes we need to do to stay strong. 
Tom allowed everyone to speak their minds and I think the discussions opened many eyes Thanks Tom for letting us 
speak. 
Tom announced that he will be stepping down at the end of the year. He is leaving some very big shoes to fill, who 
will fill those shoes, time will tell. 
     The Vintage group wrapped up their stay in Detroit with the annual Vintage open house at Tom & Jacqueline’s 
home.  As usual we took over the house and had a BLAST! Thanks to you Tom & Jacqueline for being our gracious 
hosts. 
     Until next month, take care and be nice to each other. 
 
 —Mike Cashin 



building to make sure they all got to eat and then upon de-
parting by passing out the Commemorative pin to all who 
attended this event.   There were several others who helped 
through out the night like Bob and Mary Anne Wilson, 
Mark Hodorek,  Mike Cashin who was shooting pictures for 
this event as well as Eli and Cadi, Jim and Tina Wilson, and 
of course Tom Alfono who helped to make this whole thing 
come to life.  Special thanks to all of these people as well as 
the others I may have overlooked or forgotten and to those 
who donated items to the silent auction that night.   
  
For those of you who missed this wonderful event I am try-
ing my best here to recreate the magic of the evening with 
photographs (courtesy of Mike Cashin) but that still does 
not replace the buzz and excitement from that special night 
of fun. 
 
For the Motorhead or any NASCAR fan this was a dream 
come true.   Stacks of body panels from some of the many 
cars from the Jack Roush stable were piled in areas of the 
floor with price tags in every price range.  It all depended 
on weather you wanted a car hood a door panel a front or 
rear end, whatever it was you wanted to add to your collec-
tion I’m sure you could find it there.  They even opened 
their gift shop if you wanted to buy a hat, shirt or some 
other unique gift. 
 
The food for the evening was provided by Edibles Rex and 

consisted of lasagna, rolls, and salads, as well as desserts 
sure to please any sweet tooth.  If you left the place hungry 
then it was because you didn’t eat. 

THE NIGHT TO REMEMBER: 
Story by: Bill Miller 
Photos courtesy of: Mike Cashin 
 

Anybody who attended this event will never forget this trip 
to the Jack Roush Collection, which is a celebration of 
engineering, motor sports, and history from a man whose 
passion and dedication to racing and its past, present and 
future are about as good as it gets.   
 
The Marine Prop Riders with the gracious help of the 
APBA Historical Society, Stan Fitts and Buddy Byers 
and our own master of ceremonies Ray Dong put together 
what was appropriately entitled “A Night to Remember”.   
About 250 guests enjoyed an evening of food, music, boat 
racing videos, race cars, and just plain good ole conversa-
tion at the very impressive Jack Roush Museum Collection 
in Livonia Michigan.    
Ray Dong led the event for the Prop Riders with volunteer 

help from several others including Doc Truax who provided 
the video player to show the videos when entering the 
building.  And Dyno Don who did security for the night.  
And yours truly who helped to usher people into the main 

APBA NIGHT TO REMEMBER 



 
From all indications and through conversations I had with a number of people who attended this event they told me 
that the Marine Prop Riders sure knew how to throw one heck of a party.   Now only if we could have controlled 
the weather.   I kind of got a chuckle from those of them that complained about good ole Mother Nature and simply 
responded with a smile and said.  Obviously you aren’t from around these parts.  I told them its winter time in 
Michigan and you just never know what to expect, one day it could be sub-zero and snowing and the next day you 
could be on the Golf Course or in the garage with the door open working on your boat.  I told them all yes; the 
weather is one thing that even the Marine Prop Riders can’t control.  But in the end a good time was had by all.    

The APBA staff receive flowers 

Roy Dong and Mrs. Byers 

APBA Vintage & Historic sponsored a display 
of many APBA trophies - this is the poster. 
Trophies included the APBA Challenge (Gold) 
Cup, the President’s Cup, the Spirit of Detroit 
Trophy, and much more! 



have here in Michigan and we need volunteers from EACH 
and every race site to volunteer for these shows.   After all 
our club paid the cost of printing for these beautiful bro-
chures and the least we can do is get support from ALL the 
race sites to come out and promote their individual events.   
Remember that please.  This is a TEAM effort and we need 
volunteers. 
 
Speaking of Race Sites in Michigan it looks as though we 
may have yet another possible stop here in Michigan on 
Walled Lake.  This comes about through the efforts of one 
of our members Todd McQuade.  Final details and plans 
for this event are still in the air but stay tuned for further in-
formation as it becomes available. 
 
I’d also like to make note of some special awards that were 
presented this past year to the daughter of a very proud 
mother and father of one of our members.  I’m talking about 
our very own Becky Wilson who swept the Rookie of the 
Year Awards this year by claiming not only the Prop Rider 
Rookie of the Year, but the Region 6 and APBA awards as 
well.  Congratulations Becky you have made your parents 
and your club President proud.  It is a comforting thought to 
know that this GREAT club continues the fine tradition of 
having some of the BEST racers in all of the country as its 
members.  I wish continued success to you and the family 
in the upcoming 2008 Racing Season. 
 
In closing there is a lot of exciting things to look forward to 
once again in 2008 like the addition of Malibu Boats as a 
title sponsor of Quake on the Lake (a 3 day event this 
year).   And next year in 2009 the little race that could has 
been awarded the Eastern Divisionals.  Congratulations to 
Dale Hampshire and his ENTIRE team, who through thick 
and thin have stuck with what has become one of the most 
desirable and awesome stops on the inboard racing tour. 
  
So until next month, it makes me proud to be the President 
of a club filled with such a GREAT group of racers and non 
racers alike.  I know the history and the pride of this club 
will continue for many more years to come.   
 
Bill Miller 
 
  
 
 

Wow, time is flying 
by and soon before 
you know it spring 
will be here and it 
will be time to go 
racing again.  Hard 
to think about that 
when you look out-
side and it’s cold 
and there is snow 
on the ground but 
its true this season 
is just around the corner.  
Hopefully some of you have 
been busy working on your boats getting ready for yet an-
other exciting year of racing. 
 
I say SOME of you because there have been others of this 
great club who have been busy, but a different kind of busy.  
I’m talking about your Vice President Eli Whitney along 
with his entire group of volunteers who staged yet another 
SUCCESFUL APBA Convention right here in the Motor 
City.    
 
It gives me great comfort to know that way back when I 
signed that contract with APBA for our club to be the host 
club over a year ago I knew I had the right person in 
charge.  Eli, what can I say here?  You assembled some of 
the very best, hard working individuals who made this 
year’s convention one that will go down in the record books 
as yet another success for the Marine Prop Riders and for 
that I am very proud.   Thanks again for a job well done to 
you and your entire committee. 
 
But does our club stop there?  NO WAY we went right back 
at it and will continue to do so until racing season starts. 
and throughout the season as well)  I’m speaking of the 
ever important road show our club goes on every year.  The 
Boat Show, Autorama, Gold Cup, etc.  Again through the 
efforts of a select group of individuals we are out doing 
what this club knows best and that is promoting not only our 
club, but boat racing in Michigan in general.   Through the 
efforts of our very own Mary Anne Wilson the club now 
has an awesome racing schedule brochure to give away at 
all of our upcoming events here in Michigan.  I want to per-
sonally thank her, and her entire group of volunteers from 
the Quake on the Lake, MPR and the DRRA who manned 
the booths at the boat show to help promote this year’s 
races.  But remember the Quake isn’t the only race we 

Is that the Skipper from: 
Gilligan's Island? 





5 litre 95% ready for vintage only roll cage removal and 
paint back  to the way it ran as Plumbers Friend needed. 
Boat, 305 by Rich Willim and  hydraulic single axle 
trailer $8500.00. Boat can also run on today's inboard  
powerboat circuit. I am acting as an agent only for its 
owner. Contact via email  lastlap@hotmail.com  or 
phone 734-778-1879 
 
For Sale: E-55 “My Way” - 2003 Henderson hull. This 
is a very clean, fast boat. Turn Key Package! Boat, 
motor (just off the dyno), one shaft, and one propeller. 
Asking Price ~ $35,000.00. Many extra spare parts and 
propellers are also available. Serious inquiries only! 
Please call Steve Weber at (248) 841-3793, or email him 
at sweber110@aol.com.  
 
For Sale: Tow Vehicle, 1987 Ford E-350 Diesel 
ambulance, tons of storage areas and bins, room for 
crew, spare engines etc… all set for towing w/electric 
brake controls, etc..  racers price $3,500.00.  Call Rick 
(586) 979-8397, or (586) 242-6520, Must Sell ASAP.  

For Sale: UL/GNH Boat, Motor, Trailer, shaft, Prop, 
complete turn key, spare parts, props, etc… Neg. 
depending on offer. This is an excellent entry level 
UL, and an even better GNH. Call Ping at (586) 634-
3605, or (313) 417-2437.  
 
USED OIL, Steve Mahac has a request for the good 
CLEAN used motor oil, HE needs a lot of used oil 
for this winter, for his waste oil furnace. Steve needs 
CLEAN, used motor oil. Please contact Steve Mahac 
at (810) 326-4565, or (586) 754-2323 or email at 
Keyunfrm@flash.net . 



2008 

Marine Prop Riders 
Membership Application 

c/o Mario Maraldo 
25999 Ballard 

Harrison Township, MI  48045 
 

Only one active driver per family membership! List all, indicate driver. 
 

Name(s): _________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________ Phone: ____________ 
 
City: ______________________ State: ____________________ Zip: _______ 
 
Occupation: _____________________________ Work Phone: ____________ 
 
Email Address: __________________________ Fax: ____________________ 
 
Affiliations:  Owner / Driver / Mech. / Official / Media / Other _____________ 
 
Boat:  Class _________ Boat Name and # _____________________________ 
 
What can you or your crew do to help at races? 
__________________________________________________________ 

Check here if this is a correction or address change. _________  

$20.00 
Active Club Racing 

Membership 

$30.00 
Family  

Membership 

586-773-5015 
586-463-2318 
248-506-0994 
586-468-3204 
 
313-530-0985  
313-390-6444 (w) 
810-217-2321 
810-278-2681 

Bill Miller 
Eli Whitney 
Tony Kallio   
Mario Maraldo 
Volunteer needed! 
Nancy Spanich 
Ray Dong 
Eric Pomber 
Jeff Sankuer 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Publicity 
Membership 
Entertainment 
Member at Large 
Member at Large 



Return address: 
19137 Woodmont 
Harper Woods, MI  48225 




